
REUNION DAY 2021

CLASS OF 1966

CELEBRATING 55 YEARS



“JUNIORS” 

1st ROW:  Lynda Kelleher,  Mary Anne Patterson,  Margaret Allen,  Lorraine Garlow,  Barbara Hallam,  Laurette Duc,  Wanita Chalk,  Barbara Fletcher,  Amy Hamanaka,  

Susan Milner,  Mildred Vere,  B. A. Wasylk,  Mary Scheer

2nd ROW:  Olga Vizbaras,  Eleanor Weiker,  Elizabeth Donnelly,  Sheila McMeekan,  June Summerville,  Gail Havill,  Shirley Emery,  Josephine Debicki,  Patricia Faulkner,

Patricia Fenton,  Gayle Manning,  L. Mutch,  Rose Saman,  Lynn Eastman

3rd ROW:  Barbara Molata,  Cheryl Gravelin,  Patricia Baker,  Jean Low,  Christine Parsons,  Joy Osborn,  Gail Dynes,  Pamela West,  Diane Ventresca,  Helen Cote,

Barbara Robertson,  Bernadette Clark,  Barbara Bourns,  Jacqueline Boychuk,  Karen Yeager

4th ROW:  Juliana DeYoung,  Mary Lou Eaton,  Anne DiTomasso,  Claribel Marchie,  A. Shirton,  Karen Riddiough,  Sarah Blok,  Carolyn Mater,  Irene Martyniuk,

Ann Hamilton,  Catherine Clark,  Merrily Biggs,  Elaine Bouk,  Jeannette Berger,  Bernice Kellar

5th ROW:  Patricia Bytheway,  L. Walker,  Antoinette Corrado,  Marielle Paquette,  Sarah Sajan,  Judith Daviudson,  Kathryn Janish,  Wendy Mullin,  Martha Houser, 

Maria Silvestri,  Jo Anne Hamill,  Diane Linton,  Susan Nield,  Susan Milsap,  Janet McRae,  Mary Janet McCabe

ABSENT FROM PICTURE

Cheryl Begon J. Blankstein

Marguerite Bolger            Irene Cooper

Linda Crane                      Patricia Doherty

Carolyn Doherty               Karen Ford

Anna Gemella Linda Hedley

Lois Heugh                        Judith Kershaw

Diane Krusto M. Kucharski

Merebeth Laidlaw             Bonnie Leo

Marilyn Melsness Patricia Mendiuk

Suzanne Murray                Mary Noel McCabe

Shirley Anne McDonald    Sheila McDonald

Judith McKinnon               Nora McLaughlin

Margaret McNamara         Leona Papkouas

Joan Read                           Charlotte Sawyer

Frances Showers                Judith Singleton

Carol Snider                        Emelia Sobolewski

H. Szydlowski Sheila Walsh

Joan Ward                           Eleanor Weiker

Michelle Whetstone            Donna Willard



In the Chapel after “capping”

Pat Baker,  Marielle Paquette,  Laurette Duc

Cheryl Gravelin McQueen ’66, Sr. Ann Marshall ’56,

Toni Corrado McDermott ’66, Pat Faulkner Duxbury ‘66

Wannila Chalk Coutier ‘66

Laurie Laidlaw,  Jean Low,  Pat Baker,  

Joan Reid,  Carol Snider 

Carol Snider,  Marilyn Melsness,  Laurie Laidlaw,  Wendy Mullin,  

Marg Bolger,  Gail Havill,  Lois Heugh

Barb Molata

Gail Dynes ’66  

Marjorie Dyett ‘66



YEARBOOK COMMITTEE  ---Junior Year

Helen Cote ‘66,  Susan Marchum ‘64 – Photo,

Sally Crawford ’64 – Editor,  Lynda Murphy ‘64

STUDENT COUNCIL  ---Junior Year

1ST ROW:  Mary Beaudoin ‘64 – Recording Secretary,  Gloria Delcol’64 – 1st Vice President

Carolyn Crown ‘61 – President,  Suzanne Klein ‘64,  

2nd ROW:  Mary Martin ‘65  - Treasurer,  Linda Hedley ‘66,  Sandra Eedy ‘65,  

Patricia Farrell ‘65 – 2nd Vice President 

H.S.N.A. REPRESENTATIVES   ---Junior Year

Anne DiTomasso ‘66, Mary Beaudoin ‘64 – President,  Carol Valliere ‘65 – Ed. Director,  

Leanne McInerney ‘65, - Publicity

Toni McDermott Corrado ‘66

Barb Molata Boles-Davis ‘66

Cheryl Gravelin McQueen ‘66

Celebrating in Undermount after “capping”

FRONT ROW: Marg Bolger, Berndaette Clark, Pat Faulkner, Laurette Duc

BACK ROW:  Pat Bytheway, Joan Read, Josephine Debicki



Pat Faulkner         Pat Baker

Duxbury ’66         Starling ‘66

Mother Flo’s Beach Party Diane Krusto & Carolyn Mater

Jeanette Berger,  Sheila McMeekan,  Barb Molata,  

Donna Willard,  Chris Parsons

Cheryl Gravelin ‘66                                      

Wendy Mullin ‘66



INTERMEDIATE YEAR

STANDING:  Gayle Manning,  Elisabeth Donnelly,  Patricia Fenton,  Jean Low,  Shirley Emery,  Margaret McNamara,  Barbara Bournes,  Patricia Doherty,  Margaret Allen

2nd ROW:  Juliana DeYoung,  Irene Cooper,  Patricia Mendiuk,  Irene Martyniuk,  Sister Patrick Joseph,  Carolyn Mater,  Lois Heugh,   Bernice Keller,  Josephine Debicki

3rd ROW:  Susan Milsap,  Susan Milner,  Diane Linton,  Kathryn Janish,  Lynn Eastman,  Bermadette Clark,  Martha Houser, Judith McKinnon,  Diane Krusto,  Barb Hallam,  Gail Dynes

SEATED:  Helen Cote,  Jacqueline Boychuk,  Bonnie Leo,  Sister Mary Margaret,  Sister Mary Timothy,  Sheila McMeekan,  Gail Havill,  Laurie Laidlaw 

ABSENT FROM PHOTO: Barbara Robertson,  Rose Saman,  H. Szydlowski,  Mildred Vere,  Olga Vizbaras



INTERMEDIATE YEAR

BACK ROW:  Patricia Baker,  Sarah Blok,  Karen Ford,  Claribel Marchie,  Jeannette Berger,  Suzanne Murray,  Marlene McCabe,  Mary Lou Eaton,  Ann Hamilton,  Carol Snider,  

Mary Anne Patterson,  June Somerville

2ND ROW:      Catherine Clark,   Diane Ventresca,  Judith Davidson,  Pamela West,  Merrily Biggs,  Janet McCrae,  Judith Kershaw,  Marguerite Bolger,  Maria Silvestri,  Judith Singleton,  

Leona Papkovas

SEATED:      Frances Showers,  Karen Riddioiugh,  Christine Parsons,  Joy Osborne,  Linda Hedley,  Mary Scheer,  Cheryl Begon,  Marilyn Melsness,  Barb Molata,  Wendy Mullin

ABSENT:      Sister Catherine of Sienna,  Donna Willard,  Sheila Walsh    



INTERMEDIATE YEAR

STANDING:  Wanita Chalk,  Charlotte Sawyer,  Marielle Paquette,  Sheila McDonald,  Shirley McDonald,  Mary Noel McCabe,  Nora McLaughlin

SEATED:        Linda Crane,  Elaine Bouk,  Lorraine Garlow,  Eleanor Weicker

ABSENT:       Pat Bytheway,  Antoinette Corrado,  Anne DiTomasso,  Carolyn Dougherty,  Laurette Duc,  Patricia Faulkner,  Barbara Fletcher,     

Joan Ward,  Karen Yeager,  Anna Gamella,  Cheryl Gravelin,  Amy Hamanaka,  Jane Hamill,  Lynda Kelleher,  Susan Nield,  

Joan Read,  Michelle Whetstone,  Sarah Sajan

Sister Mary Margaret

a.k.a.

Marjorie Dyett

Sister Patrick Joseph

a.k.a.

Susan Callon

Sister Mary Catherine 

of Sienna

a.k.a.

Julia Hewitt 

Sister Mary Timothy

a.k.a.

Carol Hergot



STUDENT COUNCIL  ---Intermediate Year

Carol Valliere ‘65 – Secretary6,  Pat Doherty ‘66 – Corresponding Secretary,  Karen Ford ‘66

Mary Martin ‘65 – 1st Vice President,  Pat Farrell ‘65 – President,  Pam Paxton  (Jr. Rep)

Carolyn Mater ‘66 – Treasurer,  Sue Curry ’65,    

ABSENT Mary Lou Eaton ‘66 – 2nd Vice President 

YEARBOOK STAFF ---Intermediate Year

Marielle Paquette ’66,  Bev Rogers ‘65 – Assistant Editor,  Judith Almond ‘65 – Editor,

Judy Read ‘67,  Dana Peszat ‘65,  David Dalgleish ‘67 – Photographer 

H.S.N.A. REPRESENTATIVES

Anne DiTomasso ‘66, Liz McInerny ‘65 – Treasurer,  Irene Martyniuk ‘66

ABSENT:  Gisele St. Amour ‘67

Cheryl Gravelin McQueen

Reunion Day 2016



INTERMEDIATE CLASS PARTY

November 16, 1965 a fashion show was held at 

Cathedral Girls School & sponsored by the H.S.N.A. 

Guest stars included Angela Mosca and majorettes of 

the Tiger Cats

Proceeds from the Bridge & euchre party 

went to purchase a camera & other 

equipment for the Yearbook’s use.

Irene Cooper

Helen Cole Keegan ‘66

Julia Mumedjian ‘66

Toni McDermott 

Corrado ‘66



SUPERVISORS,  HEAD NURSES,  &  INSTRUCTORS  --- INTERMEDIATE YEAR 

6 SURGICAL

Miss A. Ugaban & Miss L. Chapman

CLASSROOM & CLINICAL INSTRUCTOR

Mrs Virginia Frere

PEDIATRICS

Supervisor ------ Mrs F. Burroughs

Head Nurses ----Miss Judith Flynn’62

Miss Frances Fraser’60

Instructor--------Miss Isabel Kerr ‘60

2 MEDICAL

Instructors ---Miss Z. Reyes,  

Miss M. McInnes,                    

Miss Carol Karsten ‘56

7 SURGICAL

Instructor  - Mrs J. Keen

Evening & Night Supervisors

Obstetrical Supervisors

Shirley McDonald Cole ‘66

Charlotte Sawyer Owen ‘66

Sheila McDonald Watt ‘66



SOCIAL & DANCE COMMITTEE  ---Intermediate Year

Anne DiTomasso ‘66,  Sheila Walsh ‘66,  Alana Plaster ’65 - Dance Chairman,

ABSENT FROM PHOTO:  Sandra Eedy ‘65,  Colleen Powers ‘65  

SPORTS COMMITTEE ---Intermediate Year

Liz McInerny ‘65,  Ruby Montour ‘65 – Chairman,  Donna MacDonald ‘67

ABSENT FROM PHOTO:  Sue Murray ‘66

Patricia Faulkner Duxbury ‘66
Alumnae Membership Secretary 

Barbara  Hallam ’66 & Patricia Faulkner Duxbury ’66
working at the Membership table 

Reunion Day 2017 

Frances Showers,  Margaret Dyett,  Pat Faulkner 

Reunion Day 2019
Bernice Kellar Pat Mendiuk

Reunion day 2019 SUMO  SHOP  COMMITTEE   -----Intermediate Year

Mary Anne Montague ‘65 – Chairman,  Elaine Bouk ‘66,  Barb Molata ’66                       

Joan McNamara ‘65,  ,Marlene Ewart ‘67,  Colleen Murphy ‘67 



Marie Andreychuk Yakimoff ‘54 Betty McInnes ‘53
Violet Jennings ‘38

Isabel Kerr ‘60

Doreen Duncan ‘55 Anne LoSchiavo Schurter ‘56

TEACHERS  - SENIOR YEAR ASSISTANT DIRECTORS of NURSING SERVICE

Mrs N. Street - EducationMrs M. Prelipp - StaffingMiss Mary Lepinskie ‘48

Dr. J. D. Galloway – Medical Director

Mrs Gerarda Clark  Rock’44

Mrs Dorothy Harrod Rowe’45 

Mrs Barbara Mutch Greenlaw’54

Sister M. Alphonsine

a.k.a. Marietta Rosenblatt’32



Carolyn Mater

President, Student Council 

STUDENT COUNCIL ---- Senior Year

Margaret Ryan’67 – Corresponding Secretary   Nancy Neale’68   Mary Beth McMahon’67

Cheryl Gravelin’66 – Recording Secretary   Carolyn Mater’66 – President

David Dalgleish’67 – 2nd Vice President   Mary Lou Eaton’66 – 1st Vice President

Cheryl Begon’66   Dorothy Hodges’67 – Treasurer   Mary Scheer’66   Ingrid Thomas’67     

SOCIAL COMMITTEE-----Senior Year

STANDING:  Jo Anne Colleaux’68    Betty Lou Neale’68    Janet Huson’67

SEATED:  Patricia Mendiuk’66   Margaret McNamara’66 – Director

ABSENT:  Geraldine Balfe’67

Pat Faulkner Duxbury ‘66

won the needle point, 

donated by Jim Shipley ‘71A

Reunion Day 2018 Membership Table

Barb Hallum ‘66      Bernice Kellar Mummery ’66

Volunteers       Reunion Day 2018

Jean Lowe 



TEACHERS – SENIOR YEAR

Lynda Murphy ‘64

Marion LaSueur ‘51

Miss Gloria Del Col’64,  Miss Theresa  Verbickus’57

Mrs Norah Richardson Leong’38

Miss M. Wall,  Sister Mary Daniel ‘47

Sister M. Vianney a.k.a. Sister Patricia Hanlon ‘50

Sister M. Eileen Tom Supple

Sister Maris Stella ‘56

Sister M. Celestine ‘43

Anne Pollock ‘63



THE JUNIORS ARRIVE  August 31, 1965

Elaine,  Francine Walsh,  Francis

“Class of ‘68”

Bernice Kellar

Gail Dynes



September 1965

Father John Sherlock J.C.L.

Father Patrick McNamara S.F.M.

“our retreat master” 

TICKET & PUBLICITY COMMITTEE    -- Senior Year

Anne Clifford’67   Margaret Allen’66 – Director   Barbara Simpson’67

Stephanie Wylie’68   Irene Martyniul’66   Shirley MacInnis’68

SUMO COMMITTEE ---Senior Year

Josephine Debicki’66 – Director 

Rosemary Fischer’67

Barb Hallam,  Sarah Blok,  Barb Molata

Reunion day 2019

Cheryl Gravelin



Marietta Pupo ‘64 Sharon Arcand ‘65 Ann Wilfong ‘65

Jeannine Heil ‘65 Barbara Whetan ‘65 Dana Peszat ‘65

Carol Karsten ‘56 Patricia McAvella ‘64

TEACHER ASSISTANTS – SENIOR YEAR

Last Day on the bus to 999 Queen St.

Maria Silvestri,  Bernice Kellar

Pat Mendiuk,  Barb Molata,  Sarah Blok

Pat Faulkner,  Olga Vizbaras, Sheila McDonald,  

Elaine Bouk,  Judy Singleton,  Barb Molata,  Chris Parsons 

Reunion Day 2017



Donna Willard, Bernice Kellar, Olga Vizbaras

Linda Crane

Nora McLaughlin,  Barb Fletcher



BLACK BAND DANCE

Friday August 13, 1965 

Bernice Kellar Mummery ‘66
Ann Hamilton,  Barb Fletcher

Sarah Sajan

BLACK BANDS 

Carolyn Mater

Marielle Paquette

Barb Fletcher,  Linda Hedley

Barb Fletcher,  Ann Hamilton

Barb Molata,  Maria Silvestri,  Sheila McMeekan



HALLOWEEN    1965



CHRYSANTHEMUM BALL              November 12, 1965

Irene Cooper

Pat Fenton,  Sue Milsap &  Bobbie Bourns

Elaine Bouk & Lynn Eastman

Irene Cooper ’66  

Mitch Sobolewski ’66 

SENIOR CLASS PARTY

Gail Havill,  Jo-Anne Hamill,  

Marg Bolger



CHRISTMAS 1965

Sister Celestine & Sister Maris Stella presented 

“SCHOOL RINGS” to the Seniors and

“YEAR PINS” to the Intermediates 

Sister Augustine 



CHRISTMAS 1965

January 18, 1966

BRIDGE,  EUCHRE,  & 

FASHION SHOW 

Patricia Baker
Carolyn Mater,  Pat Bytheway



YEARBOOK COMMITTEE --- Senior Year

Ross Riley‘68    Sharon Farwell‘67      Marielle Paquette‘66 – Assistant Editor

Shelagh Murphy’67   Patricia Faulkner’66 – Editor   Colleen Murphy’67   

Leona Papkovas’66    Judy Marcellus’68   

SPORTS COMMITTEE   --Senior Year

Sue Murray’66 – Director   Carol Quinn’68   Sandra Armstrong’67

Lorraine Garlow’66   Brian Verrall’68   ABSENT Donna MacDonald’67

CULTURAL COMMITTEE --- Senior Year

Mary Beth McMahon’67   June Inouye’67    Betty Hannusch’68

Karen Yeager’66 – Director   Margaretta Papp ’68

ABSENT   Barbara Bourns ‘66

Bernie Kellar,  Wannita Chalk,  Sarah Blok,  

Jean Low,  Chris Parsons
REUNION DAY 2011

Julia Mumedjian,  Toni Corrado,  Carolyn Doherty,  Marjorie Dyett

Sarah Blok,  Barb Molata,  Barb Hallam 



RHAPSODY IN BLUE 

was held on February 18, 1966

in the Pavilion Ballroom at the Holiday Inn

The band was Wally Mack & his Orchestra

9 pm to 1 am

Formal Dress  

Class of 1967

Rose Marie Saman

Charlotte Sawyer

Jackie Boychuk

Lois HeughShirley MacDonald

Shirley MacDonald

Dr Hudecki & his wife,  Nora McLaughlin,  Janet McCrae

Sheila MacDonald 

Pat Faulkner,  Marnie Hauser,  Shirley MacDonald,  

Judi McKinnon,  Rose Marie Saman



RED ROSE BALL

Patricia Faulkner      Red Rose Queen

Princesses Carolyn Mater  &  Marielle Paquette

“When you wish upon a star” 

Toni Corrado

Pat Faulkner

Marielle Paquette

Sheila Walsh,  Michele Whetstone,  

Jackie Boychuk,  Fran Showers

Linda Hedley

Carolyn Dougherty,  Bernie Kellar,  Barb Hallam

Mary Noel McCabe Diane Krusto



April 28, 1966

Mother Father Daughter Banquet

At Fischer’s Banquet Hotel 

Sarah Blok,  Sarah Sajan,  Michele Whetstone,  Donna Willard

Bernice Kellar,  Barb Molata,  Olga Vizbaras,  Sarah Blok,  Pat Mendiuk

Mary Anne Patterson,  Diane Linton,  Judi Kershaw, 

Linda Hedley,  Marg McNamara,  Nora McLaughlin

FRONT ROW:  Janet McCrae,  Marilyn Melsness

Merrily Biggs

Linda Crane

Rose Marie Saman



Published in Alumnae Newsletter 
welcoming the graduates of 1966 to the 

St. Joseph School of Nursing Alumnae Association

May 1, 1966 – Mother and daughter graduation tea

Mary Anne Patterson,  Bonnie Leo,  Mary Noel McCabe

Isabel Kerr’60,  Shirley McDonald’66Janet McCrae,  Nora McLaughlin



The Night Before Graduation

Helen         Barb            Sarah

Cole         Molata Blok

Keegan   Boles-Davis Muys

Sr. Patricia     Toni Corrado

Hanlon ’50 McDermott ‘66

Gail Manning,  Olga Vizbaras,  Sarah Blok,  Bernice Kellar

Sandra Hanking’60,  Gail Manning’66



GRADUATION BREAKFAST

“GETTING’ READY”

GRADUATION MORNING -------in summer “whites”

FRONT ROW:  Ann Hamilton,  Carol Snider,  Amelia “Mitch” Sobolewski

STANDING:  Sarah Blok,  Mariella Paquette,  Elaine Bouk,  Pat Faulkner,  Marg Bolger

Barb Molata,  Karen Riddiough



GRADUATION      May 11, 1966



GRADUATION      May 11, 1966



GRDUATION DAY      May 11, 1966

Dr G. Alan lane, Head of the Department of Surgery, was the chairman for the celebration, held in Fontbonne Hall.

Mr E. DuBois, chairman of the Hospital Advisory Baard told the nurses the city of Hamilton & Wentworth County have contributed a great 

deal to the support of St Joseph’s. “You have a responsibility to do a reasonable amount of work in the area in which you have been trained”. 

He expressed the wish that the graduates would give at least part of their time throughout life to furthering their nursing education.

Trevor Lloyd Jones, Dean of the Ontario Veterinary College, said graduates have a choice of places in which to work. He cited the worldwide 

reputation of Canadian nurses saying that they have “maturity, resourcefulness, and a high standard of training.

Mayor Victor K. Copps brought greetings from the city saying that the St Joseph’s graduation ceremony was “one of the highlights of the year”

The Most Reverend J.F. Ryan, Bishop of Hamilton presented the diplomas & grad pins. 

School of Nursing choir performed. The soloist was Gisele St Amour ’67

The valedictorian was Marguerite Bolger ‘66  

Sister              Marie Andreychuk Claribel          Pamela      Bishop          Anne

Celestine’43         Yakimoff’54            Marchie’66      West’66     Ryan     DiTomasso’66

Judith Singleton ‘66, Claribel Marchie ‘66



PRIZE WINNERS 1966

Patricia Bytheway     Scholarship for Post Graduate Study in Nursing Education

Patricia Faulkner      Scholarship for Post Graduate Study in Nursing Service Administration

Cheryl Begon Prize for General Proficiency – Senior Year

Judith Ellman ’67      Prize for General Proficiency – Intermediate Year

Patricia Lane ’68       Prize for General Proficiency – Junior Year

SISTERS

Sheila McDonald ‘66, Jean McDonald ‘68, Shirley McDonald ‘66

Patricia Faulkner, Cheryl Begon, Patricia Bytheway

Sister M. Margaret, Sister M. Timothy, 

Sister M. Catherine of Siena, Sister M. Patrick Joseph Barb Molata



Karen Yeager

The Most Reverend J. F. Ryan

Bishop of Hamilton

Charlotte Sawyer,  Amy Hamanaka,  Judi McKinnon,  

Sarah Sajan,  Susan Nield,  Jo-Ann Hamill

Joan Ward,  Pat Bytheway,  Shirley McDonald,  

Sheila McDonald,  Marg Bolger



Marguerite Bolger

Valedictorian

To The Graduates of ‘66 from Sister Maris Stella

Sister Celestine’43 & Sister Mary Grace’34 

Rose Marie Saman,  Amy Hamanaka,  Marielle Paquette





To The Graduates of ‘66 from Sister Celestine



GRADUATION DANCE

Friday May 18, 1988

Sheraton Connaught Hotel

Dancing to Jimmie Begg;s

Orchestra

$5.00 / couple 

Diane Krusto

Rose Marie Saman

Pat Bytheway

Michele Whetstone

Gail Havill,  Wendy Mullin,  Marilyn Melsness,  

Laurie Laidlaw,  Carol Snider

Pat Baker
Josie Debicki

Mitch Sobolewski,  Nora McLaughlin



April 1963

– Applications from African students to be processed by the School of Nursing and RNAO. 

- However, project found not feasible at this time until the hospital has more time to study the matter.

April 1962 

– Dr William Love representing the African Student Foundation,                  

discussed how to sponsor an African student nurse at St Joseph’s

- they recommended that the African Student Fund proceed with                 

$600.00 for return airfare and $300.00 per year for incidentals. 

Books and uniforms would be provided by the hospital.

This information was recorded in the minutes of the Alumnae Executive 

and information discovered in the files at the Motherhouse

1962 GRADUATION DINNER

The proposal of the St Joseph’s Nurses Alumnae Association to 

sponsor an African student was made at the Annual Meeting & 

Graduation  Dinner held at the Royal Connaught Hotel

It was passed unanimously by the Nurses Association

Mrs G. A. Lane spoke to the Association on the need for a

literate Africa 

Mrs Russell Fletcher (Ila Dixie Watts ’47) Alumnae President

Launched membership drive to raise funds for an African student

Mrs R.C. Newman (Elisabeth Herrod ’47)      Past President 

Made a Toast to the graduating class

Patricia Gilbert ’62 responded to the toast on behalf of the 

graduates

1964

Sister Celestine Acting Director of Nursing attended an executive meeting          

of the Alumnae and requested that the name of the Alumnae be changed from

“St. Joseph’s Hospital Nurses Alumnae Association” ..to.. 

”Alumnae Association of St. Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing”. 

The reason for this change was that “an Alumnae member is a member 

of the School of Nursing and not of the hospital”.



November 1963

– The African student Claribel Marchie arrived at St. Joseph’s School of Nursing. 

with the finances and support of our Alumnae, St. Joseph’s School of Nursing and hospital. 

- A contract was drawn up between the hospital and the Alumnae.  

- Sister Virginia stated that the hospital would cover her books and uniforms.

- The Alumnae dedicated $3,000.00 to sponsor the project. 

- This included air flights, to and from Canada, along with living allowance and graduation fees.

February 1966

- Miss Claribel Marchie’s graduation expenses to be paid for by the Alumnae. 

- Miss Marchie wants to continue her education in a Canadian University, therefore funds for her 

return  airfare to Africa will be kept In Trust until October 1968 

and if not used at this point will be returned to the Alumnae. 

- Claribel to return to work with Dr. O’Kike

Claribel Marchie of Enugu, Nigeria gets settled in her room

in St Joseph’s Hospital nurses residence, 

with the assistance of Sister Mary Catherine of Sienna ‘66 

& Mrs Ruth Ormond Markle ‘40 , African student project 

convenor of St Joseph’s Hospital Nurses Alumnae Association.  

Claribel Marchie

1st International Student 1963 - 1966

April  1966

– Miss Marchie accepted at McGill Public Health course, however the Alumnae maintains that their responsibility is   

only for her three   years at SJSN and return airfare to Africa. 

- Alumnae to assume responsibility for Miss Marchie until October 1966 as stated by Sister Celestine.



In the early 60’s a group of physicians representing a variety of clinical specialties visited Nigeria, Angola in Africa.  

The purpose of their trip was to visit the African Missions and assist physicians there with care of their patients and families. 

The need for an educated nurse was evident.  

After much planning a decision was made to bring a young woman to Canada for her nursing education.

➢ Claribel Marchie was selected. She arrived at St. Joseph’s School of Nursing in 1963 with the finances and support of our Alumnae, 

St. Joseph’s School of Nursing and hospital. 

➢ A contract was drawn up between the hospital and the Alumnae.  

Sister Virginia stated that the hospital would cover her books and uniforms.

➢ The Alumnae dedicated $3,000.00 to sponsor the project. 

This included air flights, to and from Canada, along with living allowance and graduation fees.

➢ Agnes Smith Muir ’34 and her husband Don, undertook the role of “surrogate parents” for Claribel and opened their home and hearts to her 

providing support during Claribel’s “cultural shock” and separation from her biological family.  

➢ Claribel graduated in 1966.  

➢ Since graduation Claribel married Gaiius Igboeli, professor of Animal Genetics in Zambia. 

Claribel studed at McGill and received her B.Sc.N. in Nursing and later went to achieve her Masters Degree in Public Health Nursing. 

Claribel was teaching nurses at the University of Nigeria.

➢ In 1996 Claribel wrote to Agnes, “please tell the Alumnae that I will always be grateful for the opportunity I was given!  

The nursing training was a terrific professional experience and it has had a tremendous impact on my life both professionally and personally”.

2006 Claribel Marchie Igboeli ’56 arrived from Nsukka, Ehuga State, Nigeria, 

after applying over a year ago to her government for a visiting VISA, 

She received permission only 5 days prior to out Reunion. 

REUNION 

DAY

2006

September 24, 1968

– Miss Claribel Marchie, the African student, returned home and married September 17; now known as Mrs. A. O. Igboelli

1981 

- Claribel Marchie ’66 (the African student) in university, working on her Masters of Education in Public Health.

Recorded 

in the 

Alumnae 

Minutes

GRADUATION DAY

Barb Molata,  Claribel Marchie,  Sheila McMeekan



Reunion Day 2011 …….Class of ’66….Celebrating 45 years

REUNION DAY 2006

350 Nurses attemded the reunion day dinner. 

The class of ‘56 celebrating their 50th reunion were piped into the Chedoke

Room at the Hamilton Convention Centre by 13 year old Connor Gibbons. 

Then 11 year old Emily Berdusco led us in “Oh Canada” 

Roll call began with Thelma Jenkins ’31 & ended with the class of ‘76.

Sister Ann Marshall (Maris Stella ‘56) arroved from her Mission in Jamaica 

Claribel Igboeli (Marchie ‘66) arrived from Nsukka, Ehuga State in Nigeria. 

1956       Article published in Hamilton Spectaor

1965 McMaster University Medical School opens

1972      Graduation of 1st class from McMaster University Medical School

1965

“Sixty Years” was written by Sister Mary Ursula ’32 in celebration of 60 years of the 

History of the Hospital and the School of Nursing from 1890 to 1950.

“Sixty Years”Sister Mary Ursula   

(Marie Barry ’32)

Demolition of the original building in 1966



Cheryl Gravelin McQueen ‘66 Cheryl was a proud member of St Joseph School of Nursing Alumnae Association. 

She served in many roles. 

She became the newsletter editor in 2002 and held that position until 2018. 

From 2003 - 2004 she served as Vice President. 

2005 she assumed the role of President and remained in that position until 2018. 

During this time 2006 – 2007 she served as the website coordinator when our Alumnae website was established.  

2019, Cheryl then became the past president. 

2013 Reunion Mass

2011

Alumnae participated in the

“Around the Bay Road Race” 

2019 Reunion Mass

Aklavik Nursing Station 

2007

Our Alumnae dedicated a tree encircled by a bench

in St Joseph Hospital Spiritual Garden

2011

Cheryl produced a commemorative calendar

for the 100 year celebration of our School of Nursing 

Tea in September  2015

celebrating 100 years of our Alumnae 

2011 

Cheryl wrote a book for the

100 year celebration of our School of Nursing 



Barbara Molata ‘66

Published in the Alumnae Newsletter 2008

Barb spent most of her career in the O.R. at St Joseph’s Hospital in Hamilton. She also worked at the portage la Prairie Hospital 

in Manitoba  and the Halifax Infirmary, now the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Complex.

Barb became interested in the Developing World in 1993 when colleagues in the O.R. made suggestions about working in the 3rd

world medical project.  Her 1st mission was to Zaruma, Ecuador. Since then she has volunteered on 44 medical & non-medical 

missions in 16 different countries, including Ecuador, Guatemale, Haiti, Mexico, Honduras, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, India, Thailand, 

Swaziland, Malawi, Rwanda, Zambia, & Nepal. These missions have included trauma, orthopedics, gynecology, plastic surgery, 

ophthalmology, dentistry, vaccinations & public health teaching. 

She has done numerous presentations to schools, hospitals, church groups, Probus, Girl Guides of Canada, Rotary & other clubs as

well as the Ontario Operating Room Nurses Association.She served on the Board of Directors of Heart-Links, a Canadian 

organization dedicated to the empowerment of women & youth in Zana Valley of Peru. She was also a member of its Peru Projects

Committee and its Work Awareness Trip Committees. November 16, 2017 she was awarded the Canada 150 Nation Builder Award by 

David Sweet M.P. 

Sarah Blok’s first mission with Barb Molata

was a medical / dental mission in Puerto Maldonado, 

in the Peruvian Amazon 2007.

Sarah has since done 15 missions  

Sarah Blok  Muys ’66 & Barb Boles-Davis ’66 

in Tuensang in Nagaland, India. It is located in the far 

north-eastern part of India next to Burma (Myanmar).

After landing in Nagaland, it was a 15 hour bus ride to

their destination of Tuensang for an ophthalmology 

mission 2015 & 2018 

Mary              Denise           Barb Molata

Taborek ’63     Blais ’67     Boles-Davis ‘66

Ophthamology Mission in Ecuador

Barb Molata

Sarah Blok



REUNION DAY 1986   --- CLASS OF 1966   

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

1998      April newsletter to include an article by Pat Duxbury ‘66 regarding the movement of 

Mohawk College of Nursing Campus to its new location at McMaster University. 

Its new name will be MOMAC; 

STANDING:  Barb Fletcher,  Sarah Blok,  Barb Robertson,  June Somerville,  

Wannita Chalk,  Diane Krusto

SITTING:  Toni Corrado,  Gail Dynes,  Judi McKinnon,  Anne Di Tomasso Marg McNamara,  Barb Fletcher,  Toni Corrado,  Barb Robertson,  Gail Dynes, 

June Somerville,  Wannita Chalk,  Anne DiTomasso,  Diane Krusto, 

Patricia Faulkner 

Duxbury ‘66



57 Members of the Class of 1966 – Celebrating 50 Years – Lining up to be piped into the Dining Room



Patricia Faulkner Duxbury ’66
Reunion day 2016

Pat Bytheway,  Karen Wilson’69,  Pat Baker,  Bernie Clark  

Sarah Blok,  Barb Molata

Sheila McDonald



Article published in the spring newsletter 2001 

“Nursing Education in the 21st – How things are Changing” by Pat Duxbury

Merrily Biggs,  Mary Sheer,  Marg Allen,  Bernie Kellar,  Pat Bytheway,  

Pat Baker,  Diane Krusto,  Jean Low 

FRONT ROW:  Barb Molata,  Judy Singleton,  Shirley McDonald,   

Marnie Hauser,  Sheila McDonald

BACK ROW:  Pat Faulkner,  Sarah Blok,  Linda Hedley,  Marjorie Dyett,  

Julia Mumedjian,  Lorraine Garlow,  Chris Parsons   

Linda Hedley,  Mary Sheer,  Merrily Biggs,  Mary Lou Eaton,  Julia Mumedjian,  Gail Dynes,  Pat Faulkner,  Marjorie Dyett,  

Mary Anne Patterson,  Lorraine Garlow,  Bernie Kellar,  Bonnie Leo,  Jean Low  



Material in this presentation was gathered 

from several sources.

-Vox Omnium Yearbook 1964

Vox Omnium Yearbook 1965

Vox Omnium Yearbook 1966

-newspaper articles in the Hamilton Spectator

-Alumnae Minutes & articles from the 

archives at the Motherhouse 

-photos from reunion day celebrations

Special thanks to 

Pat Faulkner Duxbury ‘66

for identifying her classmates. 


